SPEAKING OF

JUSTICE

¥
|
0
N
4
Y
g
2
q
J
g
4
w
14
0
=
T
U

B W s Tom 1 Founda

volume 6 issue no. 2

Support of Bar members critical to success of chlldren s projects

n spite of having a 3.7 high school
I GPA, serving as an ROTC Brigade
Commander and having been
selected for a highly competitive statewide
youth leadership program, Trenton Miller
says he'd never considered college until a
volunteer lawyer showed him his options.
“| was just going to go into the
Army and go that route,” said Miller, who
is now headed for the University of Central
Florida after an attorney volunteering with
a Florida Bar Foundation-funded Children’s
Legal Services project helped him pave a
path from foster care to college.
Lawyers’ financial contributions
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to Children’s Legal Services through The Trenton Miller, 18, is headed to college this fall thanks largely to help he received from

Florida Bar annual fee statement have Attorney ad Litem Ray Cornelius through a project that was supported by a Florida Bar

become increasingly important to such Foundation Children’s Legal Services grant.

projects, with 30 percent of the funds for

the Foundation’s 2014 Children’s Legal pride in our profession,” said Florida Bar needs to access the services to which they

Services grants coming from Florida Bar President-Elect Greg Coleman. are legally entitled.”

members. “The Florida Bar Foundation In Miller’s case, his early teenage

“Bar members have made a considers Children’s Legal Services one years had been focused primarily on

meaningful difference in the lives of of its most important programs. Everyone  protecting his younger sisters from his

Florida's low-income kids, which we who contributes is playing an active role mother’s alcohol and drug abuse, going

should all view as a source of great in providing legal representation to help to school and working 30 hours a week,
foster children succeed and to enable mostly at fast-food restaurants. For months
disadvantaged children with special he went to Nar-Anon meetings at a church
education, mental health and medical near his house in an attempt to find a way

’ to help his mother stop using.
The Flomda Bar But not long after his mother’s

boyfriend was arrested for domestic
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donations has become a vital source of funding for The Florida Bar Foundation’s
Children’s Legal Services grants, representing 30 percent of total funding in 2014.

These grants fund local and statewide Children’s Legal Services projects that protect
the legal rights of foster children and children with special-education, mental-health and
medical needs.

We know that Florida’s poverty population has increased by over a million people
since 2000 to a total of 3.8 million, and that the impact of poverty on children is profound.
Poverty has a particularly adverse effect on the academic outcomes of children
according to the American Psychological Association. Chronic stress, unsafe neighborhoods

and hunger can affect young children’s memory and concentration in school. This is
compounded when underresourced schools struggle to meet students’ learning needs and
aid them in reaching their potential. Children living in poverty are also at greater risk of
behavioral and emotional problems, as well as physical health problems from low birth
weight to asthma.

Legal representation can have a tremendous impact on the quality of life of children in low-income households, as
well as foster children.

Young children cannot fully understand the legal process or their rights, and youth who are aging out of the system
often need legal assistance making the transition to independence and securing the public benefits that provide a housing
stipend and tuition assistance for former foster youth. Legal aid can be a critical factor in ensuring that foster youth
become successful adults, just as it can be a lifeline for children with mental, behavioral or physical health problems or
learning challenges. The involvement of specialized children’s attorneys helps ensure children with disabilities receive early
intervention and special education services that will enable them to succeed in school and can access medical and mental
health services that are critical | to their well-being and development.

Every dollar you contribute to Children’s Legal Services goes to community and statewide legal aid projects that
provide legal representation and advocacy for children. No administrative costs are deducted, and contributions are tax-
deductible to the extent permissible by law. The suggested donation is $100, but gifts of any amount are welcome.

We are grateful to Florida Bar members and others who have made a financial commitment to helping meet the legal
needs of low-income and foster children, and we humbly ask for your continued support.

Yo o

John Patterson
President, 2013-14

T he support of Bar members through The Florida Bar fee statement and direct

How you can help give kids a chance at success

As a Florida Bar member, you can contribute to Children’s Legal Services projects three ways:

By indicating a contribution to Children’s Legal Services on your 2015 Florida Bar Fee Statement and adding
the donation amount to the fee statement total.

By making an online donation at www.floridabarfoundation.org/kids.

By sending a check payable to The Florida Bar Foundation, with Children’s Legal Services in the memo line, to:
The Florida Bar Foundation, 875 Concourse Parkway South, Suite 195, Maitland, FL 32751.
(A postage paid reply envelope is enclosed.)
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violence and the family had to goto a
shelter, Miller, then 16, decided to call
an abuse hotline to report his mom for
exposing the girls to drugs and involving
them in theft to support her habit.

Eventually placed in a group home,
Miller wanted to live on his own and
sought help from Brevard County Legal
Aid, where the Independent Living Project
matched him with pro bono attorney Ray
Cornelius, a retired judge from New York
and active volunteer trained through the
project.

Cornelius came into the picture
in March 2013 as Miller's Attorney ad
Litem and almost immediately made an
important discovery. Although Miller had
been in the group home since Dec. 31, he
had never been adjudicated by the court
as a dependent of the state, a mistake that
could have ended up costing him some
of the benefits available to current and
former foster youth.

Cornelius went to court to correct
the error, which the judge did by making
the adjudication retroactive. Not long after
that Miller faced yet another danger. When
he was threatened at gunpoint by a fellow
resident of his group home, suddenly his
desire to live on his own became more
urgent. But because the incident occurred
just a few days before Miller marked six
months in state care, he could have been
found ineligible for the state’s Subsidized
Independent Living program for youth
capable of living on their own before their
18th birthday, as well as tuition and living
expenses available to former foster youth
after they age out of care.

Once again, Cornelius stepped in
to make sure Miller was able to continue
receiving state benefits while living on
his own. At the same time, he opened
Miller's mind up to the possibility of
college by explaining to him that the state
would provide help with tuition and living
expenses if he chose to earn a degree
before going active duty in the military.

Miller plans to start college this fall
after completing basic training over the
summer. With a college degree, he will
be able to take his military career much
farther than he had originally planned.

Miller said being a “positive person”
has helped get him where he is today, but
he also recognizes that he didn't get there
alone.

“It took a lot of people working
together,” he said. “Legal aid has changed
my life. I'm going to go down a different
path for my future than | would have, and
in a more successful, effective way.”

Unfortunately, children’s projects like
the one that helped Miller are being cut
back due to a lack of financial resources.

Revenue from Florida’s Interest on
Trust Accounts Program, still the primary
source of funding for all of The Florida Bar
Foundation’s grants, has plummeted as
a result of near-zero bank interest rates
since 2008, depleting the Foundation’s
once-healthy reserve.

This has left much less funding
available for grants. The Foundation
initially cut funding to all of its general
support grantees by the same percentage
each year, including special project funding
like Children’s Legal Services. Rather than
make deep across-the-board cuts for the
23 children’s projects funded in 2013,
this year the Foundation provided slightly
reduced funding for a smaller number of
grantees in an effort to preserve those
projects that were the most impactful. Of
23 applications, only 17 were funded.

Most of the projects funded are at
local legal aid or pro bono programs, but
several grants went to statewide projects
at organizations such as Florida’s Children
First, Southern Legal Counsel and Florida
Legal Services Inc. Two law school projects,
the Statewide Foster Children’s Advocacy
Project at the University of Miami, and
the Health Care Access/Special Education
Project at Florida State University, were
also funded.
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“Iegal aid has changed
my life. I'm going to go
down a different path for
my future than I wonld
have, and in a more

successful, effective way.”

—Trenton Miller, 18

The bright spot is that contributions
from Florida attorneys through The Florida
Bar fee statement were up 28 percent
from 2012 to 2013, with 3,309 attorneys
contributing a total of $276,000.

“Supporting Children’s Legal
Services is an easy decision to make,
knowing that 100 percent of our
contributions go directly to projects
that help children in our communities,”
Coleman said. “The Foundation does not
deduct any administrative expenses, so
kids get the full benefit. I'd love to see us
notch up another 30 percent increase this
year so as to save more of these projects
until IOTA funding rebounds.”
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INSIDE: Find out three easy ways you can
make a difference for Florida kids.
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Keshawn's story

As a 6-year-old, this budding artist missed almost
two months of his education because of out-of-
school suspensions. Then a Florida Bar Foundation-
funded legal aid attorney made sure the school
system provided him with the exceptional student
education services and behavioral support he
needed to succeed. He soon went from fearing
school to loving it so much he asked his father if he
could go to school on Saturdays.

Sometimes even kids need the kind of help only a
lawyer can provide.

Your support for Children's Legal Services helps
kids live up to their full potential.

www.floridabarfoundation.org/children



