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With help from a Legal Services of North Florida attorney ad litem, six-year-old Charlotte was adopted by Chelsea and Jessica Griffith. Charlotte, who loves fishing and Barbie dolls, 

found her "forever home" after three years in the foster care system.

Attorney ad litem helps Charlotte find her forever home

S             tephanie Johnson, the managing 

attorney for Legal Services of North 

Florida's Tallahassee office, left her 

office one day in 2020 to meet a new client. 

She headed to a day care center where she 

was introduced to four-year-old Charlotte*.  

"She was really quiet and really hesitant 

to talk to me," Johnson said. "I'm just some 

stranger who showed up. So, I said, 'Do you 

like to read?' She said, 'I do,' so we read Frog 

and Toad together.  She had attention issues, 

so it was a lot of work keeping her engaged, 

but she just was so thankful to have somebody 

give her attention. She was the sweetest kid."

Charlotte was in foster care, one of more 

than 20,000 children in Florida who have 

been removed from their homes. In her foster 

home, she was placed on multiple psychotropic 

medications, setting into motion a process  

that made Johnson her attorney ad litem. 

Johnson averages a case load of about 40 

clients like Charlotte. As an attorney ad litem, 

she is responsible for advocating for the best 

interests and wishes of a child. Her work is 

supported by a Children's Legal Services grant 

from The Florida Bar Foundation.

After meeting Charlotte, Johnson got to 

work on her case. Charlotte and her three 

younger siblings had been removed from their 

home due to their parents' drug use. In their 

foster home, the foster mother was requesting 

that Charlotte be removed because she could 

not handle Charlotte's behavioral issues along 
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Message from the President

S             pringtime is so beautiful in Tallahassee that it has its own 

festival, complete with a parade, live music, food vendors and 

craft fair. Yards are ablaze with azalea blooms, daffodils and red 

bud trees. Lawns are growing again (and we’re mowing again)! It is a 

season of growth and change as we open our windows again, plant 

spring flowers and prepare for proms and graduations. 

It is my great pleasure to serve the Foundation as president this 

year. My colleagues on the board are as diverse as the communities 

from which they hail and bring a wealth of experience in various 

fields to assist the Foundation in faithful execution of its duties. For 

all of them, I am grateful. This year, I am especially grateful for officers 

Murray Silverstein, Bob Pardo, Ashley Sybesma and Connie Bookman 

for their wisdom, guidance and tireless efforts. 

I would like to commend Vinny Cuomo, Jim Schwarz, Ian Comisky 

and Steve Salzer for utilizing their expertise in financial matters 

to develop a short-term investment policy for IOTA dollars; and, 

along with Carl Domino, for guiding the reallocation of Foundation 

investments in the recent volatile markets. Many, many thanks to Jim 

Schwarz for bringing his expertise in board governance, as well as his 

patient spirit, to guide the Foundation in the areas of policy making 

and diplomacy. Our hats are off to board member and delegate from 

The Florida Bar Jody Hudgins for his banking expertise and his tireless 

efforts on behalf of the Foundation. Along with Jody, many thanks 

to Josh Chilson and Jack Harkness for acting as liaisons to The Florida 

Bar and actively engaging to improve the mutual relationship. Thanks 

to our judicial (and former judicial) board members Hon. James E.C. 

Perry, Hon. Jeffrey Kuntz, Hon. Edwin Scales and Hon. Peggy Quince 

for their insights. Thanks to Jacksonville board members Hon. Hugh 

Carithers, Brian Currie and Ray Reid for liaising with their local 

grantees to improve communications. And, special thanks to Ray Reid 

for entertaining us with his talent on the piano at all of our meetings! 

My thanks to entrepreneur and all-around sports enthusiast 

George Tinsley for his efforts to engage the business community 

to support the work of the Foundation.  We are grateful for Maria 

Gonzalez’s leadership, as well as her efforts with the Family Law 

Section, which continues to provide us amazing support and annual 

donations. Thanks to newer board members Mike Tein, Bob Murphy, 

Hon. Stefanie Moon and Sarita Courtney Baigorri for becoming 

acclimated and getting involved quickly. Special thanks to Min Cho, 

who has gone above and beyond in helping to grow our relationship 

with the Young Lawyers Division and volunteer on a weekend with me 

at a YLD conference.

In June, we will be saying goodbye to longstanding board member 

John Cardillo, who has served the Foundation for nine years. He 

has been a tireless ambassador for, and financial supporter of, the 

Foundation (as well as the Foundation’s unofficial food critic!). Carl 

Domino and Kevin McCoy will also be leaving the board, and we wish 

them the very best in their future endeavors. In July, we will welcome 

new board members Joseph Kadow and Ayana Barrow, and we look 

forward to working with them in 2023-24. A more formal welcome is 

forthcoming in the next newsletter.

The Foundation staff are consummate professionals dedicated to 

meeting the legal needs of the underserved populations in Florida. In 

February, we welcomed Robert Heidt as the new Director of Finance 

and Administration, following the loss of the Foundation’s CFO Lou 

Ann Powell. Robert is an accomplished professional and is using his 

organizational skills to improve record management. He is a calm, 

deliberate hand in an area of increased complexity.   

As we prepare for the December 31 retirement of Jasmine Lee-

Gaumier, the Foundation’s long-standing controller, we are working 

to find her successor and are appreciative of Jasmine’s willingness to 

train and orient her replacement.  

Thank you to all who consistently support the Foundation, 

especially our Children's Legal Services program. Learn more about  

how to donate to this program at the end of the newsletter.

Enjoy the change of seasons, plant something new, and let 

someone know you are grateful they are in your life!

Connie Bookman, President

y g y y

Hon. Suzanne Van Wyk
Growth, Change and Gratitude

Florida Bar Foundation President Suzanne Vak Wyk began her term July 1, 2022. Van Wyk is an administrative law judge 

with the Florida Division of Administrative Hearings in Tallahassee. A graduate of Florida State University College of Law, 

she also has a master’s degree in urban and regional planning. Previously, Van Wyk was a shareholder with Bryant Miller 

Olive, served as assistant general counsel to the Florida Department of Community Affairs, as assistant county attorney 

with the Leon County Attorney’s Office, and as a staff attorney for the Florida Building Commission and the Florida Senate 

Committee on Community Affairs. She is board certified in City, County, and Local Government Law. Van Wyk, a Florida Bar 

Foundation Fellow and Gold Society donor, is currently serving as chair-elect of The Florida Bar's Administrative Law 

Section, and previously served on the Committee on Professionalism and chaired the Voluntary Bar Liaison Committee. 

She is also a past president of the board of the Florida State University College of Law Alumni Association.

Hon. Suzanne Van Wyk, President
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Award sponsorships, tables and tickets may be purchased online at 

www.TheFloridaBarFoundation.org/tickets. 

For more information, contact Michelle Fonseca, CFRE, at mfonseca@flabarfndn.org or 407-960-7019.

ANNUAL AWARD CEREMONY & BREAKFAST
Thursday, June 22, 8 - 9:30 a.m.
Tickets $50

During
The Florida Bar Annual Convention 
at The Boca Raton
501 E. Camino Real, Boca Raton, FL 33432

MEDAL OF HONOR 
AWARD FOR 
A LAWYER

DAVID B. ROTHMAN, ESQ.

ROTHMAN & 

ASSOCIATES, P.A.

JANE ELIZABETH 
CURREN 
DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE AWARD 

KIMBERLY L. RODGERS, ESQ.

COMMUNITY LAW PROGRAM

Thank you to our Sponsors

MEDAL OF HONOR AWARD SPONSOR

JANE ELIZABETH CURRAN

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

PAUL DOYLE

CHILDREN’S ADVOCACY AWARD SPONSOR

PRESIDENT’S AWARD

FOR EXCELLENCE SPONSOR
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T             he Florida Bar Foundation Board of 

Directors met in Lakeland on March 

10, 2023, at Florida Southern College. 

The Foundation is grateful to Florida Southern 

College for hosting and especially grateful to 

former Foundation president Stephen Senn and 

his law firm Peterson & Myers for facilitating 

the visit with the college and for sponsoring a 

reception at the Polk Museum of Art. This 

hospitality and generosity allowed the 

Foundation to save considerable money and 

expenses associated with its committee and 

board meetings. The major actions of the board 

and reports received included:

Election of Foundation directors

The board ratified the Nominating 

Committee’s selection of Ayana Barrow and 

Joseph Kadow to fill two seats for three-year 

terms beginning July 1, 2023. Ms. Barrow is a 

lawyer actively involved in the Young Lawyers 

Division of The Florida Bar, and Mr. Kadow is 

the former Executive Vice President and Chief 

Legal Officer for Bloomin’ Brands, Inc.

It was also reported that Sarita Courtney 

Baigorri and Brian Currie were appointed by 

The Florida Bar to each serve a second, 

three-year term on the board. The Foundation 

also notified the Bar of two open seats left 

vacant by Craig Waters’ resignation and Maria 

Gonzalez’s selection as the Foundation’s 

Second Vice President. It is expected that the 

Bar will fill these seats at its May meeting.

Report of the Medal of Honor Awards 

Committee

The board ratified the selection of David B. 

Rothman, Esq., as the Foundation’s 2023 

recipient of its Medal of Honor Award for a 

Lawyer. The committee did not recommend a 

non-lawyer recipient.

The board also ratified the selection of 

Kimberly L. Rodgers, Esq., executive director of 

Community Law Program, as this year’s 

recipient of the Jane Elizabeth Curran 

Distinguished Service Award.

The Foundation will host an award 

ceremony and breakfast in conjunction with 

The Florida Bar annual convention in June. 

Sponsorships and tickets are available. 

Administration of Justice Grants 

Awarded

The Improvements in the Administration of 

Justice (AOJ) grant program is designed to 

improve areas within the broader framework of 

the justice system, with emphasis on the 

process of operating the courts in an effective 

and expeditious manner. It has historically been 

used to fund programs that are not otherwise 

or regularly funded in the Foundation’s other 

grant programs.

The board approved an allocation of 

$900,000 to fund AOJ projects this fiscal year, 

which represents a $100,000 increase over last 

year’s allocation. The Foundation received 13 

applications requesting a total of $2,209,073.

Last year, the Foundation received nine 

applications requesting a total of $991,042. As 

such, a $191,042 shortfall between the 

Foundation’s allocation of $800,000 and the 

“ask” existed last year (23% delta). This year’s 

shortfall increased to $1,309,703 between the 

Foundation’s $900,000 allocation and the total 

“ask” from all applicants (145% delta). Put 

another way, while applications increased by 

44% (9 vs. 13), the amount requested 

increased by 222%. These differences and 

disparities presented more challenges to the 

review team.

Directors Brian Currie, Maria Gonzalez, 

Mike Tein and Hon. Stefanie Moon, along with 

staff, independently reviewed and scored the 

applications and thereafter conferenced to 

review the results and make recommendations 

for funding. The scoring group recommended, 

and the board approved, six awards totaling 

$900,000. The six projects receiving AOJ 

awards are listed in the chart on this page. 

Report on Loan Repayment Assistance 

Program

Pursuant to the terms of the Loan 

Repayment Assistance Program (LRAP) and 

individual loan agreements between the 

Foundation and eligible participants, the board

took up the matter of its 2022 LRAP loans. In 

2022, the board approved LRAP loans to 205

qualified attorneys totaling $1,024,663. Upon 

fulfilment of the terms and conditions of their 

promissory notes, participants are eligible for 

March board of directors meeting report

see REPORT, p. 6

2023-24 Improvements in the Administration of Justice grants awarded

The Improvements in the Administration of Justice (AOJ) grant program is designed to assist in the improvement in the administration of justice 

in areas within the broader framework of the justice system, with emphasis on the process of operating the courts in an effective and expeditious 

manner. It has historically been used to fund programs that are not otherwise or regularly funded by the Foundation’s other grants.

Program    Project                           Grant

Florida's Children First  Improving Justice for Children by Focusing on Enforcement & Implementation          

Innocence Project of Florida  Vindicate the Wrongfully Convicted Project  

Legal Aid Society of Orange County Bar Akse and Acceso for All

Dade Legal Aid   DLA AOJ Project 2.0

CABA Pro Bono Project  CABA Attorney ad Litem Project

Florida Health Justice Project  Pro Se Guide to Medicaid Eligibility Appeals

                                                Total: $900,000 

$300,000   

$300,000

$100,000

$70,000

$70,000

$60,000
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with the other three children. 

Charlotte's speech was also delayed, and 

testing showed that she was developmentally 

behind. Her day care reported that she was low 

functioning and stole items from others.  

Johnson began helping to select a 

specialized therapeutic foster home for 

Charlotte. Foster parents who have this type 

of home complete dozens of additional hours 

of training and are reimbursed by Medicaid for 

services that help with "emotional, behavioral, 

or psychiatric problems in a highly supportive, 

individualized, and flexible home setting," 

according to the Florida Agency for Health Care 

Administration.

"We were desperately trying to keep her 

out of any group home because of her age," 

Johnson said.

At the same time, Charlotte's biological 

mother was working to regain custody. She 

was ordered to get dialectical behavior therapy 

for a personality disorder, but was unable 

to find a therapist. She scheduled visits with 

Charlotte, but didn't consistently show up.

In December of 2021, a specialized 

therapeutic foster home became available for 

Charlotte in Duval County. She was placed with 

Jessica and Chelsea Griffith, a teacher and a 

Chick-fil-A director. 

"They were phenomenal with her right 

from the beginning," Johnson said. "They were 

just so patient with her. From the get go, she 

blossomed."    

Jessica previously worked as a guardian ad 

litem and a juvenile probation officer. 

"I was trying to advocate and represent 

and build relationships with children while only 

having a piece of the picture," she said. "It just 

felt like I wasn't making the most impact."

So, the Griffiths decided to become foster 

parents. After reviewing several cases in 

need of specialized therapeutic foster homes, 

Charlotte's stood out to them. They added pink 

sheets, a pink carpet and an easel to a room 

they had ready. 

"I'm sure on the inside, she was just as 

nervous as we were, probably more, but that 

first night she fell asleep watching Frozen, and 

it was actually a really peaceful night," Chelsea 

said. "She was just the sweetest."

As Charlotte adjusted to her new foster 

home, her communication skills improved 

and she was weaned off of the psychotropic 

medications. She began swimming and playing 

soccer, and had regular visits with her siblings. 

Six months into her placement, a judge 

asked the Griffiths if they were considering 

adoption. They said yes. 

But, Charlotte was doing so well that 

Florida's Department of Children and Families 

decided she wasn't in need of a therapeutic foster 

home any longer. They planned to cut funding 

for it and move her out of the Griffiths' home. 

Knowing that wasn't what Charlotte 

wanted or in her best interest, Johnson got 

a court order that required DCF to continue 

Charlotte's placement and pay for it. 

"Charlotte could have been moved," 

Jessica said. "Just knowing what Stephanie 

could accomplish as an experienced attorney 

who had respect and 

rapport within the 

courtroom...she was 

the best for handling 

that. Without her, 

the case could have 

been delayed, [and 

Charlotte's] placement 

could have been 

changed." 

Johnson also helped put together 

Charlotte's Individual Education Plan for 

kindergarten. The Griffiths were grateful for 

Johnson's in-depth knowledge of Charlotte's 

background and her ability to relay pertinent 

information to the school and courts. 

"Stephanie was able to lend insight and 

connect different people, monitoring the 

situation and communicating with us," said 

Jessica.

That summer, Charlotte's biological parents 

were arrested again. Her mother agreed to 

terminate her parental rights. Her father asked 

to go to trial, after which the court terminated 

his parental rights. The Griffiths met Charlotte's 

father afterward, showing him pictures 

and expressing their intent for Charlotte 

to maintain healthy relationships with her 

biological family. Her father did not appeal, 

and the Griffiths officially adopted Charlotte 

this March.

"Stephanie touched this child's life, 

and helped us help Charlotte," said Jessica. 

Charlotte has found her forever home.

CHILDREN, from p. 1

Children's Legal Services Grant Highlights

Data comes from grantees' interim reports, submitted at the halfway point of the 2022-23 grant term.

Nine legal aid providers were awarded Children's Legal Services grants in 2022. Grants ranged from $50,000 to $150,000. 

1,554 cases were opened during the first half of the grant term. 

Brevard County Legal Aid
CABA Pro Bono
Catholic Legal Services
Dade Legal Aid
Florida State University College of Law

Legal Aid Society of the Orange County Bar Association
Lawyers for Children America
Legal Services of North Florida
Southern Legal Counsel  

Number of cases opened per program

23 382 14 364 17 487 109 66 92

Stephanie Johnson, Esq.

*Charlotte is a psuedonym to protect this child's privacy.
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REPORT, from p. 4

consideration for forgiveness of those loans.

The board adopted and approved the 

Grants Committee’s recommendation (based on 

staff’s detailed report) which provides for:

1. Forgiveness of LRAP loans to 159 

participants totaling $770,160;

2. Recission of $175,999 in unused LRAP 

awards by 49 participants that fully or partially 

declined their LRAP loans or defaulted prior to 

second disbursement; and 

3. Acceptance of repayment from 26 

participants that defaulted on their 2021 LRAP 

loans totaling $78,504.

Foundation selects Paul Doyle Children’s 

Advocacy Award Recipients

The Paul Doyle Children’s Advocacy Award 

honors Paul C. Doyle, founding director of the 

Foundation’s Legal Assistance for the Poor and 

Law Student Assistance Grant Programs (1991 

to 2013) in recognition of his commitment to 

high-quality legal representation of Florida’s 

low-income children; for encouraging grantee 

programs to collaborate across geographic 

regions in order to bring the benefit of legal 

advocacy to low-income children regardless of 

their county of residence; for his strong and 

consistent support of grantees; and for a career 

dedicated to promoting high-quality legal 

representation of the poor. The purpose of the 

award is to recognize and encourage systemic 

legal advocacy on behalf of low-income 

children by any non-profit, philanthropic 

organization whose mission is similar to the 

Foundation’s, who is currently involved in 

projects directly affecting children’s issues, and 

who meet the award’s qualitative and other 

criteria.

A committee, chaired by former Foundation 

president Juliette Lippman, selected Seminole 

County Bar Association Legal Aid Society's

Foster Youth Disability Advocacy Project  as the 

winner. First runner-up was Florida Health 

Justice Project and second runner-up was 

Americans for Immigrant Justice.

In addition, pursuant to recent amendments 

to the selection criteria for this award, the 

selection committee noted that Florida Health 

Justice Project is a first-time applicant for this 

award and is therefore entitled to a $1,000 

focused on the Foundation’s mission statement 

and the other focused on the possible adoption 

of a fictitious name and tagline. It was decided 

that the mission statement group would 

proceed first because the name and tagline 

would be influenced by the mission statement. 

The mission statement subgroup met 

several times afterwards and considered 

multiple proposed mission statements. 

Ultimately, the committee’s vice-chair, Gary 

Yordon, spent considerable time researching 

and drafting mission statements that would 

best describe the work that the Foundation sets 

out to do. On February 20, 2023, the committee 

met, discussed Gary’s recommendations, and 

voted to recommend to the Foundation board 

that the Foundation’s mission statement be 

changed to,"To increase access to the justice 

system for people of limited means, The Florida 

Bar Foundation funds legal services, develops 

innovative tools and programs, and supports 

legal aid providers and the courts."

The Board adopted the committee’s 

recommendation. The committee will continue 

with its work regarding the possible adoption 

of a fictitious name and report back at the 

board’s next meeting.

Next Meeting

The Board’s next scheduled meeting will be 

in conjunction with The Florida Bar’s Annual 

Convention in Boca Raton in June. 

"newcomer’s" award. The committee requested 

approval of a newcomer’s award to FHJP in 

addition to its first runner-up award.

The board ratified the selection of award 

recipients who will be recognized at the 

Foundation’s annual award ceremony in June. 

Along with Ms. Lippman, the Foundation thanks 

Directors Brian Currie, Kevin McCoy, Maria 

Gonzalez, Sarita Courtney Baigorri, Hon. 

Stefanie Moon and retired Justice Peggy Quince 

who also served as members of the committee.

Report of the Overall Review Ad Hoc 

Committee

Immediate Past President Connie Bookman 

reported on the work of the committee, which 

was created to study, review and make 

recommendations to the board regarding the 

Foundation’s brand, name, mission, mission 

statement and messaging. This committee has 

met 10 times since its creation. The group 

initially studied its purpose and charge, set out 

to identify and articulate the Foundation’s 

current challenges and aspirations for meeting 

those challenges, and then recommended:

1. The Foundation’s mission does not need 

to be and should not be changed;

2. The Foundation’s mission statement 

should be changed and clarified;

3. The Foundation should adopt and use a 

fictitious name that better reflects its mission 

and purpose;

4. The Foundation should endeavor to 

change and refine its messaging; and

5. The Foundation should create, develop or 

refine its brand to reflect the changes above.

These recommendations were approved by 

the board on June 23, 2022. Thereafter, the 

group broke into two subgroups, with one 

PARTNER with a law student
on a PRO BONO CASE from your
LOCAL legal aid organization.

View available cases at:

FloridaLawSchoolChallenge.org
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Foundation makes first IOTA distributions under new rule

I             n December, The Florida Bar Foundation 

facilitated the first IOTA distributions to 

qualified legal aid providers under the 

amended Bar Rule 5.1-1(g).

Region I

Emerald Coast Legal Aid   $  62,544
Legal Aid Foundation of Tallahassee Bar Assoc. $  10,424
Legal Services of North Florida  $358,585

Region II

Jacksonville Area Legal Aid   $402,166
Three Rivers Legal Services   $183,445

Region III

Brevard County Legal Aid   $112,666
Community Legal Services of Mid-Florida $603,890
Legal Aid Society of Orange County Bar Assoc. $506,996
Seminole County Bar Assoc. Legal Aid Society $112,666

Region IV

Bay Area Legal Services   $556,905
Community Law Program   $  89,823
Gulfcoast Legal Services   $336,837
Legal Aid of Manasota   $  67,367

Region V

Florida Rural Legal Services   $306,881
Heart of Florida Legal Aid Society  $  56,137
Lee County Legal Aid Society   $  74,849
Legal Aid Service of Collier County  $134,729
Legal Aid Society of Palm Beach County  $583,821

Region VI

Catholic Legal Services  $  81,342
Coast to Coast Legal Aid  $122,916
Legal Aid Service of Broward County $455,514

Region VII

Catholic Legal Services  $276,752
Community Justice Project  $  67,091
CABA Pro Bono Project  $100,638
Dade Legal Aid   $264,173
Legal Services of Greater Miami $181,148

Statewide

Americans for Immigrant Justice $459,053
Florida Health Justice Project  $122,414
Florida Justice Institute  $122,414
Florida Legal Services  $535,562
Florida's Children First  $  30,603
Innocence Project of Florida  $  61,207
Lawyers for Children America  $  61,207
Southern Legal Counsel  $122,414
IDignity    $  61,207

Lifetime Giving History of Florida Bar Sections and Divisions
Family Law Section$650,000

$298,308

$228,500

$135,000

$134,875

$  91,840

$  51,250

$  10,500

$    5,250

$    3,500

$    2,250

$    2,000

$    2,000

$    1,300

$    1,250

$    1,000

$       500

Young Lawyers Division

Trial Lawyers Section

Criminal Law Section

Business Law Section

Appellate Practice Law Section

Solo and Small Firm Section 

City, County and Local Government Law Section

Administrative Law Section

Workers' Compensation Section

Alternative Dispute Resolution Section

Tax Section

Health Law Section

International Law Section

Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section

Labor and Employment Section

Broward County Bar Association Young Lawyers

As of April 14, 2023
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ESEARCH was the theme during 

my year in leadership! I distinctly 

remember daily feelings of awe 

and gratitude for the incredible mind bank 

and giftedness that attorneys and public 

members offered in moving the mission of 

The Florida Bar Foundation forward. No 

decision was ever made without thorough 

investigation and discussion. Because of that 

commitment, the Foundation is standing at 

its leanest and strongest ever.

The creation of FIVE Ad Hoc committees 

enhanced our commitment of transparency 

and inclusiveness in all of our policy making.

The Overall Review Committee

studied, reviewed and made 

recommendations regarding the Foundation’s 

brand, name, mission and mission statement. 

A daunting task for 14 committed members! 

Fortunately, the Emmy Award-winning Gary 

Yordon guided us in these five decisions:

  • The mission does not need to be and 

should not be changed;

  • The mission statement should be changed 

and clarified;

  • Adopt and use a fictitious name that 

better reflects our mission and purpose;

  • Endeavor to change and refine our 

messaging; and

  • Create and refine our brand to reflect the 

changes above.

The Audit RFP Ad Hoc Committee

was charged with overseeing the planned 

periodic review of the Foundation’s current 

auditor and possible replacement. A request 

for proposal to 21 selected auditor firms 

was prepared. Ultimately, four finalists 

were identified and interviewed, with the 

committee recommending the retention 

of Carr, Riggs & Ingram (CRI) as the 

Foundation’s new annual auditor.

The Paul Doyle Children's Advocacy 

Award Criteria Review Committee 

and the Goldstein-Van Nortwick Award 

Selection Committee reviewed the 

selection and qualifications criteria for the 

awards and recommended changes for 

consideration. 

The Grants Committee formed the 

EJW Policy Ad Hoc Committee to 

develop a formal policy relating to the 

Foundation’s funding and participation in 

the Equal Justice Works program. The Grants 

Committee also recommended and the board 

approved in concept, the development of 

a policy regarding receipt, processing, and 

administration of donations. 

Eight grant programs were approved for 

funding of $5,880,000 during my year.

The Foundation’s FY 2021-22 operating 

budget was presented and approved by 

the board in the amount of $2,579,365, 

which represented a 10.5% reduction from 

the Foundation’s FY 2020-21 operating 

budget. Actual spending for FY 2021-22 was 

$2,159,709, which was $419,656 or 16% 

below budget. Now, that’s great work!

After three years of intense work and 

study, the Long-Range Technology Plan of the 

Technology and Training Committee was 

approved. To streamline operations of the 

Foundation, the majority of technology assets 

were transferred to legal aid organizations 

that are better equipped to maintain and run 

them.  

IOTA Rule implementation

I have always found that change, though 

uncomfortable at first, is good! As is the 

case of the new IOTA rule. The Foundation 

continued its focus on expenses associated 

with its entire operation, as well as those 

required to administer IOTA funds pursuant 

to Rule 5.1-1(g). The Foundation sought 

input from all stakeholders and grantees 

regarding its grants and awards and all 

other obligations and duties consistent 

with its mission, specifically including those 

required under Rule 5.1-1(g). Those efforts 

included consideration of either terminating, 

renegotiating or sub-leasing the Foundation’s 

current rented space. Exciting times for the 

Foundation! 

T H E  F L O R I D A  B A R  F O U N D A T I O N         

see MESSAGE, p. 9

2 0 2 1 - 2 2

Message from 2021-22 President Connie Bookman
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Purchase of new building

The Foundation made a financially 

prudent choice to purchase a building to 

house its operations, rather than continuing 

to rent space. 175 Lookout Place is the 

Foundation's new home. 

Alan B. Bookman Service in 

Leadership Award

During my year as president, I lost 

the love of my life, Alan B. Bookman, an 

honorable man and past president of The 

Florida Bar. I could not have asked for a 

more loving and caring support system 

than my friends and colleagues of the 

Foundation and past presidents of The 

Florida Bar. 

More than $100,000 was quickly 

raised to honor Alan and to provide an 

annual grant to a lawyer who represents 

the character and values of Alan. His name 

MESSAGE, from p. 8

will go on in perpetuity as this lawyer 

gifts $5,000 each year to a legal aid 

organization of his or her choice. For that I 

am very grateful.  

Awe and gratitude capture the essence 

of all that the Foundation does to assure 

that everyone living in Florida has a voice. 

God bless you for your support. 

2021-22 FISCAL SNAPSHOT

Charitable Activities $8,902,381 

Administration   $1,158,650

Fundraising   $   250,479

IOTA Revenue   $ 9,999,193 

Private Contributions $    911,194 

Settlements and Awards $    280,072 

PPP Debt Forgiveness $    256,925 

Cy Pres Awards   $      57,758 

Net Investment Income (loss) ($2,480,458)

Total    $ 9,024,684 

COVID-19 Relief              $ 2,476,961 

IOTA Trial Run              $ 1,250,000 

Loan Repayment Assistance Program Forgiveness          $ 1,018,355 

Children's Legal Services             $    994,483 

Community Economic Development           $    855,000 

Improvements in the Administration of Justice          $    780,000 

Equal Justice Works Fellowship Program           $    298,000 

Law School Civil Legal Clinics            $    250,000 

Engle Grant Program             $    138,572 

Other Grants              $      90,431 

TOTAL               $ 8,151,802

IOTA Revenue $ 9,999,193

94

72

25

58

58

84

Private Contributions $    911,19

Settlements and Awards $    280,07

PPP Debt Forgiveness $    256,92

Cy Pres Awards   $      57,75

Net Investment Income (loss) ($2,480,45

Total    $ 9,024,68

FUNDING SOURCES

GRANT EXPENDITURES

HOW FUNDS ARE SPENT

86.4%

11.2%

2.4%

$10M

$8M

$6M

$4M

$2M

$0

$(2M)
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The Legacy for Justice
The Legacy for Justice recognizes those who have included the Foundation in their estate planning, made a gift or pledge of more than 

$10,000, directed a significant cy pres award to the Foundation or facilitated a colleague’s major gift. We offer the members of this prestigious 

group our sincerest gratitude for their deep and abiding commitment to the Foundation.   (Through April 14, 2023)

Louie N. Adcock Jr.* **

Akerman LLP

Anonymous Fund - Central Florida Foundation

Anonymous Fund - Community Foundation of 

   Sarasota County, Inc.

Tod Aronovitz*

The Batchelor Foundation

James L. Bell*

Bruce B. Blackwell*

F. Paul Bland Jr.

The BMC Charitable Foundation, Inc.

Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney

Philip M. Burlington

John P. Cardillo*

Valorie S. Chavin

A. Hamilton Cooke*

Carl J. Domino*

Emmanuel, Sheppard & Condon

Sean Estes*

Richard A. Fisher

Robert W. Fisher* **

Anonymous

The Florida Bar Appellate Practice Section

The Florida Bar Business Law Section

The Florida Bar Criminal Law Section

The Florida Bar Family Law Section

The Florida Bar General Practice, Solo and Small 

   Firm Section

The Florida Bar Real Property, Probate & Trust 

   Law Section

The Florida Bar Trial Lawyers Section

The Florida Bar Young Lawyers Division

Florida Lawyers Legal Insurance Corporation

Florida Lawyers Mutual Insurance Company

The Flourish Fund of Gulf Coast Community 

   Foundation

Brian K. Gart* **

Maria Gonzalez*

Deborah P. Goodall*

GrayRobinson, PA

William O.E. Henry* **

Michael J. Higer*

J. Wayne Hogan*

Holland & Knight LLP

Michael J. Howell, The Howell Family Fund

Joseph D. Hudgins

H. Scott Huizenga

T. Glenn Jackson Jr.* **

Anonymous

Scott T. Johni

The JPB Foundation

Theodore J. Leopold

Jeffrey M. Liggio*

Laird A. Lile*

Tom H. Loffredo*

Erin Whittemore Lohmiller

Donny* and Monica MacKenzie

Diana Martin

Miles A. McGrane, III*

Terry L. Merlin

Kathleen S. McLeroy*

Anonymous

Melissa A. Moss*

Mellon United National Bank

Robert W. Murphy

Anonymous

John* and Pam Noland*

John* and Nora Patterson*

Roderick N. Petrey*

Polaszek, Berman, Hansen

Lou Ann Powell* **

David C. Prather*

Stephen A. Rappenecker

Ruden McCloskey Smith Schuster & Russell, PA

William P. Sklar*

Searcy Denney Scarola Barnhart & Shipley, PA

John Woolslair Sheppard* **

Geoffrey S. Stahl

Larry* and Pat Stewart

Rhonda D. Stroman*

Stroock Stroock & Lavin LLP

Russell Troutman* **

Marvin A. Urquhart Jr.**

Hon. William A. Van Nortwick Jr.* ** and 

     Maria Henderson*

Robert Craig Waters*

Marshall C. Watson

Matthew D. Weidner

Hon. John D. Wessel* **

Jewel White*

Kent G. Whittemore

John Yanchunis*

E. Clayton Yates

Burton Young*

Edward H. Zebersky

                      * Florida Bar Foundation Fellow  ** Deceased

2,303,883
people benefited either 

directly or indirectly because 

their civil legal cases were 

taken by Foundation-funded 

grantees in calendar year 2021.

Florida Bar Foundation Fellows pledge $1,000 
to support the Foundation. Learn more at
www.TheFloridaBarFoundation.org/Fellow.
New Fellows from July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022:

Gale M. Bobenhausen  

C. Jade Davis                             

Katie Fackler    

Joseph Fasone  

Cynthia L. Hall                                      

Tiffany S. Hilton   

Allyson Hughes                                 

Richard P. Morris                                

James P. Schwarz                                                         

Sarah R. Sullivan                                     

2021-22 Florida Bar Foundation Fellows
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Lifetime Giving Circles
Lifetime contributions as of April 17, 2023. Does not reflect pledges or in-kind gifts.

Judge's Society 

($500,000-999,999)

Anonymous

Anonymous

The Florida Bar Family Law Section

Liggio Law PA

John A Yanchunis*

Advocate's Society 

($250,000-499,999)

The Batchelor Foundation, Inc.

The Florida Bar Young Lawyers Division

Anonymous

Robert W. Murphy

Barrister's Society 

($100,000-249,999)

The Florida Bar Business Law  
    Section

The Florida Bar Criminal Law Section

The Florida Bar Trial Lawyers Section

Florida Lawyers Mutual Insurance 
   Company

Ruden McClosky 

Counselor's Society 

($50,000-99,999)

Bruce B. Blackwell* 

The Florida Bar Appellate Practice
     Section

The Florida Bar Real Property,    
     Probate & Trust Law Section

Florida Lawyers Legal Insurance Corp.

Florida Project Directors' 
    Association

Maria Gonzalez*

Maria E. Henderson*

Joseph D. Hudgins

John Patterson*

Searcy Denney Scarola Barnhart & 
   Shipley P.A.

Larry S. Stewart* 

Platinum Society 

($25,000-49,999)

AMGEN PAC 

Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC

Mary E. Cantrell*

Carlton Fields, P.A.

Coker Law

Ann D. Davidson*

Carl J. Domino* 

Emmanuel, Sheppard & Condon

Gray Robinson, P.A.

J. Wayne Hogan*

Holland & Knight LLP

H. Scott Huizenga

Donny MacKenzie*

Miles A. McGrane, III* 

Mellon United National Bank

John A. Noland* 

Pam M. Noland*

Lou Ann Powell* **

David C. Prather* 

Stephen A. Rappenecker

Stanley M. Rosenblatt* 

Susan Rosenblatt* **

Stephen R. Senn*

Shutts & Bowen LLP

Gold Society 

($10,000-24,999)

Akerman LLP

Anonymous Fund - Community 
   Foundation of Sarasota County

Rosemary E. Armstrong* 

Kimberly A. Bald*

Berger Singerman LLP

Darryl M. Bloodworth* 

The BMC Charitable Foundation 

Inc.

Burr & Forman LLP

John P. Cardillo*

Central Florida Foundation

Henry M. Coxe, III*

Mary C. Coxe*

Mary G. Croft-Henry

Jane E. Curran* 

Robert Dennis

Jesse H. Diner*

Joanne Flanagan

The Florida Bar Solo and Small Firm 
   Section

The Flourish Fund of Gulf Coast 
   Community Foundation

Foundation for Improvement of 
   Justice Inc.

John W. Frost II* 

Stuart Z. Grossman* 

John F. Harkness Jr.*

William O.E. Henry* **

Hill, Ward & Henderson, P.A.

T. Glenn Jackson Jr.* **

Gary S. Lesser*

The Lightning Foundation Inc.

Laird A. Lile* 

Juliette E. Lippman*

Terry L. Merlin

Anonymous

Melissa A. Moss* 

Anonymous* 

Ohio State Bar Foundation

Thomas R. Oldt*

Patsy Palmer*

Hon. Barbara J. Pariente*

Peterson & Myers, P.A.

Roderick N. Petrey* 

Hon. Peggy A. Quince*

James C. Rinaman Jr.* 

Catherine A. Roth

David B. Rothman*

Hon. Patricia A. Seitz* 

John W. Sheppard* ** 

Mitchell E. Silverstein 

William P. Sklar*

Adele I. Stone* 

Stroock Stroock & Lavin LLP

Hon. Emerson R. Thompson Jr.*

United States District Court Middle 
    District of Florida

Marvin A. Urquhart Jr.**

Hon. William A. Van Nortwick Jr.* **

Hon. Suzanne H. Van Wyk*

Matthew D. Weidner

Hon. John D. Wessel* **

Carol A. Wherry* 

Jewel White* 

Burton Young*

Silver Society 

($5,000-9,999)

Richard Abramowitz*

David P. Ackerman*

Hon. Alfonso L. Adderly

William Akers III

Allegheny County Bar Association

Francisco R. Angones*

Marcella Auerbach*

David P. Babner*

Mark O. Bagnall*

BankAtlantic Foundation

Julio C. Barbosa

Jonathan D. Beloff*

Mary-Anne Bestebreurtje*

Bigglesworth Family Foundation

Birnbaum Lippman & Gregoire, PLLC

Alan B. Bookman* **

Connie Bookman*

Michele Booth

David Bridger

Hon. Catherine M. Brunson* 

L. Kinder Cannon, III*

Hon. Hugh A. Carithers Jr.*

Patrick J. Casey*

Howard C. Coker*

Greg W. Coleman*

Ian Comisky*

A. Hamilton Cooke*

Father Timothy Corcoran, III

Ashley Cox*

Hon. Marva L. Crenshaw*

Critton, Luttier & Coleman, LLP 

Michele K. Cummings* 

William H. Davis* 

Dean, Mead, Egerton, Bloodworth

DI Law Group

Jesse T. Diamandis

Paul C. Doyle* 

Kathleen A. Dubin

Stephen C. Eisenhardt

Mary G. Evertz* **

Eddie Farah*

Luis L. Fernandez

Michael W. Fisher*

Florida Justice Technology Center

The Florida Bar Citizens Advisory 
   Committee

The Florida Bar City, County and 
   Local Government Section
Hon. Gill S. Freeman*
Paige A. Greenlee*

Greenspoon Marder, P.A.

Greer Seitz Charitable Fund

Merrick "Rick" L. Gross*

Peter J. Gulden III*

Douglas M. Halsey* 

Hopping Green & Sams, P.A.

Michael J. Howell

The Howell Family Fund

Carolyn Huggins

Bruce F. Iden 

Pamela M. Jones*

Philip N. Kabler* 

KE Law Group, PLLC

Robert G. Kerrigan*

Hon. Larry Klein* 

Elizabeth M. Knoblock

Jasmine Lee-Gaumier*

Gary Leppla*

Continued on p. 12
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Markham Leventhal

Rutledge R. Liles*

The Maher Law Firm

David Manz* 

Massachusetts Bar Association

Charles R. Mathis IV*

Susan H. Maurer* 

Hon. Raymond McNeal*

Tatiana Melnik

Joseph P. Milton* **

Linda Moore* 

Howard M. Neu

Ohio State Bar Association

Oklahoma Bar Foundation

Edith G. Osman*

Pajcic & Pajcic PA

Thomas F. Panza* 

Daryl D. Parks* 

Parks & Crump, LLC

Anonymous

Robert M. Rhodes*

Dennis Richard* 

William H. Robbinson Jr.*

Anne B. Robjohns*

Rogow Greenberg Foundation Inc.

Juana Maria Rojas

Rothman & Associates, P.A.

Lee Sanderson

Hala A. Sandridge*

Gerold L. Schiebler, M.D.

Tracey L. Schneider

Anne R. Schultz

Christian D. Searcy* 

Hon. Winifred J. Sharp*

Jennifer Silguero

Murray B. Silverstein*

Pamela Simonton

Richard W. Slawson* 

James B. Soble*

St. Denis & Davey P.A.

Mark E. Stein*

Marilyn Strauss*

Sidney A. Stubbs Jr.* 

Jaime Suarez

The Sullivan & Cromwell Foundation

Howard M. Talenfeld*

Michael R. Tein

Terrell Hogan

William L. Thompson Jr.* **

Hon. John W. Thornton Jr.* 

Craig Tregillus

Russell Troutman* **

Cynthia G. Tymeson

Nina Van Nortwick**

Helen Von Dolteren-Fournier*

Susan B. Werth*

William O.E. Henry Charitable 
   Foundation

Randall Wilson, C.P.A.* 

Sandra K. Wolkov*

Gwynne A. Young* 

Bronze Society 

($2,000-4,999)

Ramón A. Abadin*

David Abbey*

Louie N. Adcock Jr.* **

David Adler

Steven N. Ainbinder*

David Albert

Marcy L. Aldrich*

Lynn Alfano

Allen, Dyer, Doppelt, Milbrath & 

   Gilchrist, P.A.

Julie W. Allison

Cristina Alonso*

Eric Alvarez

Cesar L. Alvarez*

Georgie Angones*

Paolo Annino*

Hon. Harry L. Anstead*

Susann Anstead*

Linda Appleby

Lourdes M. Armengol

Tod Aronovitz*

Alan H. Aronson*

Margarete P. Ashmore

Jack Attias

Jonathan L. Awner*

Scott L. Baena*

Anonymous

Douglas R. Bald*

Nancy Baldwin

Richard Bales

David Band*

Michael A. Bander* **

Stephen Bander*

Jeptha Barbour*

Wayne A. Barlin

Edrick E. Barnes*

Gregory S. Barnett

Martha W. Barnett*

Sally Bartholmey

Hilarie Bass*

Mary J. Bass

John Battle

Dora L. Beatty*

Bedell, Dittmar, Devault, Pillans & 

   Coxe, P.A.

Rayanne Beers

Stephen F. Beiner**

Marc N. Bell

James Benages

Lisa C. Bennett

R. Lee Bennett*

Kristi Bergemann Rothell

Sheryl E. Berkowitz*

Jed Berman

William Berzak

Kathleen Bickelhaupt

Nancy E. Biesinger*

Brian L. Bilzin*

Lauren C. Bingham*

James I. Black III

Hon. Deb S. Blechman*

Byron B. Block*

Jan Blue

Hon. Ellyn S. Bogdanoff*

Sarah A. Bohr*

Carlos J. Bonilla*

Ronald L. Book*

William R. Boose III*

John P. Booth

Boston Holding Company

Brooke J. Bowman

Dana G. Bradford* 

Debra Braga* **

Jack P. Brandon*

Alana C. Brenner*

Matthew G. Brenner*

Alejandro Brito*

Donna Brooks*

Broward County Bar Association 

   Young Lawyers Section

Bonnie A. Brown

Gregory P. Brown*

Jay A. Brown*

Julie Brown

Lorna E. Brown-Burton*

Jackson M. Bruce* **

Mark Buchbinder*

Melinda L. Budzynski

Karen M. Buesing*

Gerald Buhr*

Robert J. Buonauro*

Charla Burchett*

Jennifer Burns

Janice Burton Sharpstein*

Heather E. Bush

Adam Buss

Robert A. Butterworth Jr.*

William P. Byrne*

Luis A. Cabassa*

S. Sammy Cacciatore Jr.

Carol Caldwell

Dennis Cameron

Humberto Cancio

Jessica A. Cano

Steven L. Cantor* **

Henry Carnegie

Anthony J. Carriuolo*

Joseph R. Casacci*

George Cauthen*

Richard Chalmers

Sharla R. Charpentier

Douglas A. Cherry*

Min Cho*

Susan H. Churuti*

Hon. Nikki A. Clark*

Jay M. Cohen

Hon. Robert S. Cohen*

Gerald R. Colen

Craig Coller*

Sonia Colon

Dr. Douglas E. Combs

Christy Complo

Jonathan Compton

Kenneth Conrad

Charles Coomes

Leslie L. Cooney*

Deborah S. Corbishley*

William W. Corry*

Sarah Cortvriend*

Patrick Coughlan

Sara Courtney-Baigorri*

Dale W. Cravey

Gail E. Crawford

Manuel L. Crespo*

Anonymous

Lynda Crouse

Patricia Simone Cruz

Lisette Currier-Martinez

Clinton A. Curtis* **

Garrett Cutler

Stephen Cypen*

Howard L. Dale*

Talbot D'Alemberte* **

Arthur B. D'Almeida*

Willem Daman

Hon. Paul W. Danahy Jr.*

Steven L. Daniels*

Robert Darnell*

John P. Dasburg

James R. Daughton*

Amber N. Davis*

Larry S. Davis*

Steven W. Davis*

Kahlil A. Day*

Katy J. DeBriere*

Jeffrey D. DeCarlo

Theodore Deckert* **

Jon C. Deem

Lisa J. Delancy

Sarah DeLaurentis

Carla A. DeLoach

Joseph A. DeMaria*

Thomas Demas

Hon. David Demers

Lauren Y. Detzel*

John A. DeVault, III*

Marta Dfaz-Merheb

Sandra F. Diamond*
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Terrilyn L. Diamond

Al DiCalvo*

John Dicks

George A. Dietz* **

Suhaill B. Dillard

James R. Dirmann*

DLA Piper LLP

Rebecca G. Doane*

P. M. Dockery

John A. Doninger

Thomas J. Donnelly*

Mayanne Downs*

Michael Dribin*

Deborah S. Dudley*

David Dunnavant

Sacha Dyson*

James M. Eakle

James L. Eben

Robert E. Eddington* **

Bryan P. Ehrlich

Raymond T. Elligett Jr.*

Patricia Ellis

Patrick G. Emmanuel*

Stephen C. Emmanuel*

Renee Emrick

Martin Engels*

Andrew Erdman

Alejandro Espino*

Kerry L. Ezrol*

William Fabra

Michael J. Faehner*

Charlie Farah*

Hon. Crockett Farnell*

Timothy M. Farrow*

Joel S. Fass*

Federal Bar Association Tampa Bay 

Jeffrey D. Feldman*

Eugene Feola

Luanne Ferguson*

Adelaida Fernandez-Fraga

Enrique Ferrer

Robert Fields

Tony Fineman

Dante Fiorini

Jeffrey D. Fisher*

Hon. Jane Fishman*

Florida Association of Legal 

   Secretaries

The Florida Bar Administrative Law 

   Section

The Florida Bar Alternative 

   Resolution Section

The Florida Bar Workers' 

   Compensation Section

Florida Supreme Court Historical 

   Society

Susan K. Flynn

Michelle Fonseca*

Jeffrey Foor

Sally H. Foote* **

Eric Forman*

Hamilton C. Forman Jr.*

Dori Foster-Morales*

Spencer H. Fox* **

Evan Frank

Anna Frederiksen-Cherry

Julia L. Frey*

Henry A. Fricke

Roger Futerman

Lawrence Gallick

Joseph Garcia**

Kelly J. Garcia*

Leah Gardner

Laura Gardy

Jose A. Garrido Jr.*

Brian K. Gart* **

Michael Gaschler

Kevin T. Gay

William E. Gaylor III*

Philip M. Gerson*

Linda Getzen

Craig Gibbs*

Rita McAndrews Giblin

Katherine Giddings

Karen A. Gievers*

Irwin R. Gilbert*

Leonard H. Gilbert*

Clare V. Gilmore

Robert S. Gitmeid

Franklyn Glinn*

Gerry F. Glynn*

David H. Gold*

Robert S. Goldman*

Hon. Harvey L. Goldstein*

Carlos O. Gomez

Eric A. Gonzalez

Ricardo A. Gonzalez*

David Gorewitz

Debra E. Gotlib

Leo Govoni*

Moises T. Grayson

Mark Green*

Raleigh W. Greene, III*

Robin H. Greene*

James Greenfield*

Beth Greenfield-Mandler

Alan G. Greer*

Melanie S. Griffin*

Thomas Grillo

Michele B. Grimes*

Lynn H. Groseclose*

Dennis Grossman

Kurt P. Gruber

William Gundlach* **

John R. Gunnarson

GUNSTER

Jorge Gurian

Hon. Barbara Gurrola

Richard Haber

Stuart J. Haft*

William E. Hahn*

Martin L. Haines III*

David J. Halberg*

James Haliczer*

Wallace Hall

William D. Hall Jr.*

Frank A. Hamner*

Michelle M. Hancharik

Charles T. Harden III

Major B. Harding*

Harry H. Harkins Jr.*

Elizabeth H. Harris*

Hon. James C. Hauser*

Hon. Judith Hawkins*

Scott G. Hawkins*

Jacqueline Hea

Susan B. Hecker*

Hugh Hedley

Nelly Heidbrink

Hon. Jack Helinger*

James Helinger Jr.*

Maynard Hellman

Susan Helms

Jordan P. Henley

Michael Herde

Michael M. Hernandez

Richard E. Herring

Robert Hertzberg

John Hickey*

Michael P. Hickmann

Michael J. Higer*

Ben H. Hill III*

J. Fraser Himes*

Lynn J. Hinson*

Joel Hirschhorn*

Brian W. Hoffman

Charles L. Hoffman Jr.

Matthew C. Hoffman

Timothy Holton

Charles Honara

Ellsworth W. Hoppe Jr.*

Robert F. Hudson Jr.* **

Hyman A. and Ida Kirsner Family 

   Foundation

Jonathan S. Ingber

Hon. Laurel Isicoff*

Andrew M. Jackson

Bacardi L. Jackson*

Patricia Caripa Jaramillo*

Kenneth Jannen

Philippe C. Jeck

Louis Jepeway Jr.**

Lauren E. Jirak

Andrea M. Johnson*

H. Wesley Johnson

Douglas Jones

Robert C. Josefsberg*

Hon. Charles J. Kahn*

Denise Kalland

Randy M. Kammer

Fred E. Karlinsky*

Joel Kaufman

Jamie L. Keith

John R. Keller*

Ann L. Kerr*

Hon. John M. Kest*

Hon. Sally D. Kest*

Mary E. King*

Robert A. Kingsford

Nancy Kinnally*

Donna C. Kirtland*

Scott A. Kizer

Robert Klausner*

Lisa Kleinberg*

George F. Knox Jr.*

Catherine Koch

Jana Kolarik

Chris Kontaridis

Edward F. Koren*

Karen Korner

Arthur C. Koski*

Abe Koss

David Kreeger

Sharon E. Krick*

Erin Kucerik

Benedict Kuehne*

John W. Kunberger

David Kuritz

Rose M. LaFemina

Michele R. Laine

Catherine M. Taylor Lamb

Joseph Lang Jr.*

Michael LaRosa

Sharon D. Larson

Alan D. Lash*

Noel G. Lawrence*

Hon. Bob Leblanc*

Richard Lehman

Richard Levenstein*

Joel Levine*

Carlos A. Leyva

Mark Lieberman

James Ligman

Lile Family Charitable Trust

Rodney K. Lilly*

Thomas H. Lindsey*

Christopher N. Link*

Charles R. Lipcon*

Maria Lopez-Belio

William E. Loucks*

Judith Luengas

Julie Luhrsen*

Anne B. MacLean*

Marsha Madorsky*

Continued on p. 14
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Joshua Magidson*

Erick S. Magno

Hon. Luis A. Maldonado*

Nicholas Manzoli

Bruce Marger*

Marilee Mark

Jerry M. Markowitz*

Stewart A. Marshall III*

Gregory S. Martin*

S. Marshall Martin

Johanna Martinez

Margaret Mathews*

Neil J. Maune

James F. Mazzulla*

Elizabeth McCausland*

Leonard McCue

Neil McGuinness

William M. McHugh

Telese McKay*

Hon. June C. McKinney*

Kathleen S. McLeroy*

Paul J. McMahon*

F. Shields McManus*

Charles S. McNew

Robert W. Mead Jr.*

David M. Mehalick

Ilyne R. Mendelson

Robert Merlin*

Clifford Mermell

Thomas M. Messana*

Stephen W. Metz*

Joseph C. Meux Jr.*

Hon. Donald M. Middlebrooks*

James F. Miller*

Kevin Milligan

Richard C. Milstein*

Barnaby L. Min*

Dominique F. Miniaci

Mississippi Bar Foundation, Inc.

Geoffrey S. Mombach*

Karen R. Monson

William T. Moore* **

Maria C. Moreno

Mary A. Morgan*

Thomas J. Morgan

Paul Morris*

Richard Morrison**

J. Stanford Morse*

John Morse

Rene V. Murai*

John C. Murrow*

Karen Myatt*

James Myers

Diane C. Nardone

Claudia M. Negrette-Gonzalez

The New York Bar Foundation

Hon. James P. Nilon*

Eucharia Nnadi

Kenneth Nolan*

Phil D. O'Connell Jr.*

Dennis R. O'Connor*

Kevin O'Donnell

Andrew M. O'Malley*

Timothy O'Mara

Hon. Ben F. Overton* **

Jack B. Owen Jr.*

Robert Owens

Edward J. Page*

Michael Pajcic*

David M. Pankros

Roberto R. Pardo*

Hon. Gregory S. Parker*

Thomas M. Parker

Robert L. Parks*

Robert W. Pass*

David F. Paulson

Mark H. Perenich*

Ambarina A. Perez*

Linda O. Perez

Tommy Permenter

F. Martin Perry*

Charles H. Philips

Martin Pico

Anthony Peitrofesa

Patrice J. Pilate*

Charles P. Pillans III*

Diane Pinchuk

Nancy A. Pinzino

Alexa Pleas

Muriel L. Plevy

Alan Polley

Elizabeth S. Pons*

F. Wallace Pope Jr.*

Rebekah J. Poston*

Hon. Gregory A. Presnell*

Colleen A. Preston

Jerald Price

Jamie K. Proctor

Sharon Proctor*

Adrienne Promoff

Thomas B. Putnam Jr.*

Irene M. Kennedy Quincey

Donna Quinn

John A. Radey*

Lois V. Ragsdale*

Constantine Ralli

Johanna Ravelo

Kimberly Reddy

Diane E. Reese

James Regan

Laura M. Reich*

Benjamine Reid*

Raymond P. Reid Jr.*

Sanford Reinhard

Richard Reinhart*

Raymond A. Reiser*

Lea Remigio*

Ann M. Rezzonico*

Anna Ribaldi

Jesse Rigby*

Lawrence S. Rigie

William F. Ring

Robbins Geller Rudman & Dowd LLP

Hon. Steven Robinson*

Jessica Robles

David A. Roby Jr.**

Antonio L. Roca

Bruce S. Rogow*

Margaret A. Rolando

Robert A. Romagna* **

Evan M. Rosenberg

Robin Rosenberg*

Howard Rosenblatt*

Emery H. Rosenbluth Jr.*

Andrew W. Rosin*

Scott R. Rost*

Jeffrey Roth*

Neal Roth

Elisha D. Roy*

Elizabeth Rubin

Steven D. Rubin*

Betsy L. Ruff

Gary Rushmer*

Terrence J. Russell* **

Peter A. Sachs*

Ian D. Sanchez

Roland Sanchez-Medina Jr.*

Diana Santa Maria*

Nicholas P. Sardelis Jr.*

Andrew B. Sasso*

Joseph H. Saunders*

Christian R. Sawczyn

Hon. Edwin A. Scales III*

John "Jack" Scarola*

Becky S. Schaffer

Richard A. Schechter

Joel Schemmel

Anonymous

Paul Scherer

John J. Schickel*

William J. Schifino Jr.*

Bryan N. Schulman

Dawn B. Schulz*

George E. Schulz Jr.*

Carl Schuster*

David Schwartz

James P. Schwarz*

Gregory L. Scott*

Stephen H. Sears

William M. Seider*

Lawrence E. Sellers Jr.*

Mark A. Sessums*

Robert L. Shaver

Detra Shaw-Wilder*

L. David Shear* **

William J. Sheppard* **

Jason S. Sherman

Deanna Shifrin*

Lynette J. Sigars

Louis M. Silber*

Emelia Silva*

Evett L. Simmons*

Barry Sinoff*

Jonathan Skipp*

Susan Slagle

Kenneth Slater*

Alexander G. Smith

Joseph Smith Jr.

Linda Smith

Lynette E. Smith

Victor R. Smith*

Andrew M. Smulian*

Hon. Thomas W. Snook*

Leah Meshelle Snyder

Javier Sobrado

HeatherAnn M. Solanka*

Harry M. Solomon*

Neal R. Sonnett*

Sara Soto

Pedro Sotolongo*

Brian Spector*

Thomas R. Spencer Jr.*

Lawrence Spiegel*

Kent R. Spuhler*

Grey Squires-Binford*

Donald W. St. Denis*

Michael P. Stafford*

Nancy W. Gregoire Stamper*

Camille Stawicki*

Hon. Jacqueline B. Steele*

Ronald Stein

Scott Stichter*

Andrew Stinnette

Arnold M. Straus*

Thomas E. Streit*

Hon. Jeffrey E. Streitfeld*

Scot Strems

Eli H. Subin*

Jane Sullivan*

Cheryl Swack

Ashley N. Sybesma*

Kelly F. Taylor

Gary I. Teblum*

Harry Tempkins*

O. Stephen Thacker II*

Adrian P. Thomas

Dean D. Thomas

James D. Thomas

Daniel H. Thompson*

John M. Thomson*

Melinda Thornton*

Gary P. Timin

Jennifer C. Tindall

Anthony J. Titone*
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David Toal

Joel Toomey*

Anonymous

Ronald Toward*

George E. Tragos*

A. Rodgers Traynor Jr.*

Trenam Law

Ronald J. Trevisani

Christopher M. Tuccitto

M. Stephen Turner*

Diane H. Tutt*

Michael S. Tyde

John A. Van Ness*

Wallace Van Nortwick

Brian P. Vassallo

Milagros Vazquez

Astrid M. Vellon

Angela C. Vigil*

Doris Vigo

Jorge P. Villoldo

Jennifer L. Vozne

Carl Wagner

Sylvia H. Walbolt*

Hon. David S. Walker*

Charles T. Wallace

Anonymous

Peter G. Walsh

Daniel I. Ward

Gregory C. Ward*

Jeffrey W. Warren*

Michelle M. Wasielewski

Robert Wayne*

Il S. We

Charles T. Wells*

Linda F. Wells*

The Welsh Charitable Trust

Claudia Wheeler*

John G. White III* **

Marva Wiley

John W. Williams Jr.*

Warren Williams

Donna Wilson

John Wilson

Kerry Wilson*

Jennifer D. Wimberly*

William "Bill" Winters

Wm. Reece Smith Jr. Leadership 

   Academy, Class II*

Michael Wolf

Jacquelyn L. Wooden*

Council Wooten Jr.*

Donald A. Workman*

Anonymous

Diana M. Yankee

Tad A. Yates*

Grisel Ybarra*

Cassie M. Yde*

Anthony A. Yezbick

Roy C. Young

Stephen N. Zack*

Nivine K. Zakhari

Stuart Ziegler

Yasmine B. Zyne

*Florida Bar Foundation Fellow
**Deceased

2022 Cy Pres Awards
Under cy pres, courts can approve a charitable donation out of unclaimed class action funds, or a direct grant in lieu of damages to an 
organization that could vindicate class member rights in the future. To learn how you can direct a cy pres award to The Florida Bar Foundation, 
contact Michelle Fonseca at 407-960-7019 or visit www.TheFloridaBarFoundation.org/cypres.

$59,662

$2,132

$57,558

John Yanchunis, Octavio Gomez, Patrick A. Barthle II of Morgan & Morgan PA, 
Tampa; Dale Golden of Golden Scaz Gagain, PLLC, Tampa

John Yanchunis, Marcio W. Valladares, Patrick A. Barthle II of Morgan and Morgan 
PA, Tampa; Steven Teppler of Abbott Law Group, P.A., Jacksonville

Robert W. Murphy of Murphy Law Firm, Ft. Lauderdale, FL

Terrance Guidry v. Penn Credit Corporation

Finerman v. Marriott Vacations Worldwide 
Corporation et al.

Northwest Federal Credit Union v. Donna E. 
Franklin

Award     Case         Lawyery s              

Six-year-old Charlotte spent three years in foster care. 

Her attorney ad litem, whose work is supported by 

The Florida Bar Foundation, advocated for her, ensuring 

she had the best chance at finding her forever home. 

Every child deserves 

a forever home.
Your donation to our Children's Legal Services program 

supports children like Charlotte, who need legal aid 

lawyers to stand up for them in court, advocate for them 

in the child welfare system and protect their interests.

Visit www.TheFloridaBarFoundation.org/children to donate.



w w w . T h e F l o r i d a B a r F o u n d a t i o n . o r gCONTACT THE FOUNDATION
( 4 0 7 )  9 6 0 - 7 0 0 0  •  ( 8 0 0 )  5 4 1 - 2 1 9 5

Learn more 

TheFloridaBarFoundation.org

Take a case

View available pro bono cases 
throughout Florida on 
FloridaProBonoMatters.org 

Make a difference

Donate online at
TheFloridaBarFoundation.org/donate

Learn.    Engage.    Act.

Now

Get social with us.

We are The Florida Bar Foundation,
and we believe the justice system works best when it works for everyone.

E X E C U T I V E

Dominic C. "Donny" MacKenzie, Executive Director 

dmackenzie@flabarfndn.org

C O M M U N I C A T I O N S

Jessica Brown, Communications Director

jbrown@flabarfndn.org

D E V E L O P M E N T

Michelle Fonseca, Development Director

mfonseca@flabarfndn.org

F I N A N C E

Robert H. Heidt, Finance and Administration Director

rheidt@flabarfndn.org

Jasmine Lee-Gaumier, Controller

jlee-gaumier@flabarfndn.org

G R A N T S

Jordan Hopkins, Grants Administrator

jhopkins@flabarfndn.org

I O T A

Lushawn Phillips, IOTA Program Director

lphillips@flabarfndn.org

2 0 2 2 - 2 3  O F F I C E R S

Honorable Suzanne Van Wyk, President

Murray B. Silverstein, President-elect

Roberto R. Pardo, First Vice President 

Ashley N. Sybesma, Second Vice President

Connie Bookman, Immediate Past President

D E S I G N A T E D  D I R E C T O R S

Joshua T. Chilson, Johnson Pope Bokor Ruppel & Burns LLP

(Delegate for Gary Lesser, President, The Florida Bar)

Joseph "Jody" Hudgins 

(Delegate for Michael G. Tanner, Immediate Past President, 

The Florida Bar)

Honorable Jeffrey T. Kuntz,  Fourth District Court of Appeal

Honorable Edwin A. Scales III, Third District Court of Appeal

Michael R. Tein, President, Florida Legal Services, Inc.

F. Scott Westheimer, President-elect, The Florida Bar

P U B L I C  M E M B E R S

Dr. Patricia Babcock

Vincent F. Cuomo

James P. Schwarz

George W. Tinsley Sr. 

D I R E C T O R S

(Terms expire 2023) 

Sarita Courtney-Baigorri

John P. Cardillo

Brian E. Currie

Carl J. Domino

Kevin McCoy

Steven A. Salzer

(Terms expire 2024)

Ian M. Comisky

Maria C. Gonzalez

John F. Harkness Jr.

Honorable James E. C. Perry

Raymond P. Reid Jr.

(Terms expire 2025)

Honorable Hugh A. Carithers Jr.

Min Cho

Honorable Stefanie C. Moon

Robert W. Murphy

Honorable Peggy A. Quince

175 Lookout Place, Suite 100
Maitland, FL 32751


